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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following parties request to cancel indicated registration.

Petitioner Information

Name Maybach Music Group, LLC

Entity limited liability company Citizenship Florida

Address 200 Park Avenue South Suite 1408
New York, NY 10003
UNITED STATES

Name William L. Roberts II

Entity Individual Citizenship UNITED STATES

Address 200 Park Avenue South Suite 1408
New York, NY 10003
UNITED STATES

Attorney
information

Barbara A. Friedman
Edell Shapiro & Finnan LLC
9801 Washingtonian Blvd. Suite 750
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
UNITED STATES
efile@usiplaw.com, baf@usiplaw.com Phone:301-424-3640

Registrations Subject to Cancellation

Registration No 3823080 Registration date 07/20/2010

Registrant Maybach, Entertainment, LLC
2422 NW Wessex Ter
Hillsboro, OR 97124
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 041. First Use: 2009/09/04 First Use In Commerce: 2009/09/04
All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: Party planning

Grounds for Cancellation

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Registration No 4077668 Registration date 12/27/2011

Registrant Maybach Entertainment, LLC
Apt 94B 14327 SW Teal Blvd
Beaverton, OR 97008
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 041. First Use: 2011/10/30 First Use In Commerce: 2011/10/30



All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: Film production services; Music production
services; Music video production services; Production of theatrical plays

Grounds for Cancellation

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Mark Cited by Petitioner as Basis for Cancellation

U.S. Application/
Registration No.

NONE Application Date NONE

Registration Date NONE

Word Mark MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP

Goods/Services Musical sound recordings, music production, video production, music
video production, film production, hosting social entertainment events

Attachments Combined Petition for Cancellation Maybach.pdf(927473 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Barbara A. Friedman/

Name Barbara A. Friedman

Date 07/31/2013



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

________________________________ 

Maybach Music Group, LLC,       ) 

          )             

and          ) 

          ) 

William L. Roberts II, a/k/a Rick Ross   ) 

          ) Cancellation No. __________ 

 Petitioners,        ) Mark:  Maybach Entertainment  

          ) Reg. No. 3823080 

          ) Reg. No. 4077668 

          ) 

 v.         ) 

                     )        

Maybach Entertainment LLC       ) 

                                                                 )    

 Registrant.        ) 

          )  

_____________________________     _) 

 

 

 

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION 

 Petitioners, Maybach Music Group, LLC, a Florida limited liability company (hereinafter 

“MMG LLC”), and William L. Roberts II, a/k/a Rick Ross (hereinafter “Ross”), a United States 

citizen, both of which have a business address of 200 Park Avenue South, Suite 1408, New York, 

New York 10003, believe they are being damaged by the registration of the mark Maybach 

Entertainment, covering  party planning services, Registration No. 3823080; and Film production 

services; Music production services; Music video production services; Production of theatrical plays, 

Registration No. 4077668, issued to Maybach Entertainment LLC (hereinafter, “ME” or 

“Registrant”).  Petitioners thus request cancellation of the same.   

 As grounds for this Petition, Petitioners allege as follows: 

1.  Ross is an American hip hop music performing and recording artist of significant 

renown and celebrity in the United States and around the world.  Ross’ debut album was released 

in 2006, and he has enjoyed success in the music recording and performing industry since that 

time. 

 

2. On or about July 13, 2007, Ross, acting in his capacity as managing member, 

formed Maybach Music Group, LLC, and took the steps required by the State of Florida to 
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establish Maybach Music Group, LLC as a Florida limited liability company.  Attached as 

Exhibit A is a true copy of the print out of the Florida Secretary of State Corporations Division 

database showing Maybach Music Group, LLC effective as of July 13, 2007. 

 

3. Since the time of its formation in July 2007, MMG LLC and Ross (collectively 

“MMG”) have promoted MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP as a music recording label and used the 

name and trademark MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP as the name of a recording label under which 

musical artists record musical works.   

 

4. Since July 2007, MMG has actively engaged in scouting and recruitment of 

musical artists to join the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label, and have used the MAYBACH 

MUSIC GROUP mark since July 2007 in such activities in the music industry.  As such, the 

MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP name has become known in the music entertainment industry as 

identifying the recording services and record label associated with Petitioners and only 

Petitioners. 

 

5. In 2008, MMG signed the hip hop musical artists Masspike Miles, Torch, and 

Gunplay to the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP recording label.  In November 2008, Masspike 

Miles’ recording “‘The Pursuit’ of Happiness” was released on the MAYBACH MUSIC 

GROUP label.  Also in November 2008, Torch’s recording “SkiMask Music” and Gunplay’s 

recording “Sniffahill: The First Gram” were released on the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label.  

Attached as Exhibits B - D are copies of covers of the three recordings bearing the MAYBACH 

MUSIC GROUP label name.   

 

6. In early 2008, MMG also embarked on film and video production, with the debut 

film release of the documentary film “M.I. Yayo” in March 2008.  MMG thus is a multi-media 

production enterprise dating from at least as early as March 2008.   

 

7. Effective January 5, 2009 the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP recording label 

operated under the Island Def Jam Music Group, which distributed the MAYBACH MUSIC 

GROUP label recordings throughout the United States and internationally.   

 

8. 2009 brought the musical hip hop group Triple C’s to the MAYBACH MUSIC 

GROUP label.   Triple C’s recording Custom Cars & Cycles was released on October 27, 2009.   

 

9. In 2009, the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP’ label expanded to include reggae 

music with the addition of reggae artist Magazeen to MMG’s stable of recording artists.  The 

label later expanded to include a Latino sub-brand, Maybach Music Latino.   
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10. Rick Ross, already signed on to the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label in his 

individual capacity as a musical recording artist, publicly announced the development of his 

upcoming recording “Deeper than Rap” in May 2008.  The album, released on April 21, 2009, 

debuted at number one on Billboard magazine’s weekly ranking of the 200 highest-selling music 

albums in the United States, the Billboard 200.   It sold 158,000 copies in its first week. 

 

11. From 2009 to 2011, the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label signed such young 

urban musical artists as Wale, Meek Mill, Stalley, Omarion, DJ Scream, and Rockie Fresh.   

 

12. The MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP record label continues to expand to the present 

date. 

   

13. In February 2011,  distribution of the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label 

recordings transferred to Warner Bros. Records, and then in December 2012, to Atlantic 

Records, where the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP label remains.    

 

14. MMG adopted and has used the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP name and mark 

continuously in commerce the offering of musical recording services since at least as early as 

July 2007.  Such use has been extensive throughout the U.S. and has become uniquely associated 

with MMG, exclusively, throughout the U.S. and internationally.  As a result of the quality of 

services offered under the mark, the mark has come to represent substantial goodwill inuring to 

the benefit of MMG. 

 

15. It is customary practice in the music recording industry for record labels to host 

parties just prior to the release of a new record, to promote the artist and the record to the public.  

These events are planned on a very large scale, usually renting out clubs, replete with star-

studded celebrity guest lists and red-carpet photo opportunities.  MMG regularly hosts such 

events, dubbed “release parties,” for its artists, thus the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP name and 

mark is also associated with hosting such parties and special events in the music industry. 

 

16. According to the records of the Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, 

Registrant, ME, is an inactive Oregon limited liability company, having been administratively 

dissolved for failure to file an annual report in 2011.  According to the same records, the 

registered agent for service of process of Registrant, ME is Ali Abuhamdeh, of 2422 NW 

Wessex Ter, Hillsboro, Oregon 97124.  A true and correct copy of the print out of the Oregon 

Secretary of State, Corporation Division status page for ME is attached as Exhibit E.   

 

17. According to the records of the Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, 

the legal entity Maybach Entertainment LLC was formed on August 25, 2009, when the articles 

of organization were filed with the Oregon Secretary of State.  A true and correct copy of the 
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Articles of Organization as obtained from the database of the Oregon Secretary of State, 

Corporation Division is attached as Exhibit F.  As shown on Exhibit E, the “start date” for the 

entity given on the Oregon Secretary of State’s website is August 25, 2009.   

 

18. According to the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, the 

application from which Reg. No. 3823080 issued, i.e., Application Serial No. 77/800182, was 

filed on August 7, 2009.  Application Serial No. 77/800182 was filed on August 7, 2009 in the 

name of owner “Maybach, Entertainment, LLC” (sic), an Oregon limited liability company.  On 

August 7, 2009, no Oregon limited liability company named Maybach Entertainment LLC 

existed according to the records of the Oregon Secretary of State Corporation Division.   

 

19. Application Serial No. 77/800182, filed on August 7, 2009, was based on Section 

1(b), with no use of the mark claimed in the application as filed.   

 

20. Upon information and belief, ME made no use of the Maybach Entertainment 

mark prior to the August 7, 2009 filing of Application Serial No. 77/800182. 

 

21. Upon information and belief neither ME nor any predecessor in interest or 

affiliated persons or entities made any use of the Maybach Entertainment mark prior to the 

August 7, 2009 filing of Application Serial No. 77/800182. 

 

22. Upon information and belief, the August 7, 2009 filing date of Application Serial 

No. 77/800182 is the earliest date upon which ME can rely in establishing priority in the 

Maybach Entertainment mark.   

 

23. Upon information and belief, the August 7, 2009 filing date of Application Serial 

No. 77/800182 is the earliest date upon which ME or any predecessor in interest or affiliated 

persons or entities can rely in establishing priority in the Maybach Entertainment mark.   

 

24. Application Serial No. 85/018030, from which Reg. No. 4077668 issued, filed on 

April 20, 2010, was based on Section 1(b), with no use of the mark for “Film production 

services; Music production services; Music video production services; Production of theatrical 

plays” claimed in the application as filed.   

 

25. Upon information and belief, ME made no use of the Maybach Entertainment 

mark for “Film production services; Music production services; Music video production 

services; Production of theatrical plays” prior to April 20, 2010. 

 

26. Upon information and belief neither ME nor any predecessor in interest or 

affiliated persons or entities made any use of the Maybach Entertainment mark for “Film 
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production services; Music production services; Music video production services; Production of 

theatrical plays” prior to April 20, 2010. 

 

27. Upon information and belief, the April 20, 2010 filing date of Application Serial 

No. 85/018030 is the earliest date upon which ME can rely in establishing priority in the 

Maybach Entertainment mark for “Film production services; Music production services; Music 

video production services; Production of theatrical plays”.   

 

28. Upon information and belief, the April 20, 2010 filing date of Application Serial 

No. 85/018030 is the earliest date upon which ME or any predecessor in interest or affiliated 

persons or entities can rely in establishing priority in the Maybach Entertainment mark for “Film 

production services; Music production services; Music video production services; Production of 

theatrical plays”.   

 

29. Petitioners first adopted the name MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP at least as early 

as July 13, 2007, when the limited liability company was organized in Florida. 

 

30. Petitioners first used the name MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP at least as early as 

July 13, 2007 and continuing to the present time in promoting the music recording services 

offered under the same name.   

 

31. Petitioners MMG first used the MAYBACH MUSIC GROUP mark in commerce 

at least as early as July 13, 2007, long prior to the filing dates of the applications from which 

Registration Nos. 3823080 and 4077668 issued as well as the dates of first use claimed in the 

Statements of Use filed in the applications from which Registration Nos. 3823080 and 4077668 

issued.  Thus Petitioners have priority of use of the MAYBACH mark over Registrant ME, either 

as to that created by the federal trademark applications or through use.   

 

32. In July 2013, a representative of the owner of the trademark Maybach 

Entertainment threatened MMG with litigation against MMG and its distribution partners, past 

and present, arising out of MMG’s use of the Maybach trademark.  A true and accurate copy of 

the Registrant’s claim sent by mail and ultimately received by Petitioners is attached as Exhibit F 

and incorporated herein by reference.   

 

33. The claim by the trademark registration owner in the aforementioned objection 

email to Petitioners is an admission that infringement is occurring and that likelihood of 

confusion exists.   

 

34. The services in Registration Nos. 3823080 and 4077668 are identical to or closely 

related to Petitioners’ goods and services. 
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35. The dominant components of the respective marks are identical. 

 

36. Petitioners’ prior common law use of the mark creates priority of right, and 

therefore the right to use and registration belongs to Petitioners, not to Registrant.   

 

37. Maintaining Registration Nos. 3823080 and 4077668 on the Federal register is 

inconsistent with Petitioners’ rights under the common law, and is damaging to Petitioners. 

 

 

WHEREFORE, Petitioners pray that this Petition be granted and that Registration Nos. 

3823080 and 4077668 be cancelled. 

 

 

 

July 31, 2013       /Barbara A. Friedman/ 

       EDELL SHAPIRO & FINNAN LLC 

                  9801 Washingtonian Blvd., Suite 750 

                 Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878 

                                                                        Telephone (301) 424-3640 

              Attorneys for Petitioners 

 

  































CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing PETITION FOR CANCELLATION was served 

this 31
st
 day of July 2013, on the Registrant at the addresses identified in the registration records 

of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, via first class mail, postage prepaid, to: 

 

Maybach Entertainment LLC 

14327 SW Teal Blvd. Apt 94B 

Beaverton, Oregon 97008 

 

And  

 

Maybach Entertainment LLC 

2422 NW Wessex Ter 

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  _________________________ 

  Barbara A. Friedman 

 

 


